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QSSC Activities for 2002-2003
Released Version 2.3 of Data Exchange Standard (DES)

• Maintained standard value reference tables
• Continued update and distribution of DES Read & Verify Code

Archived Data Sets
• SOS Nashville 1999
• Atlanta 1999 (See following table for specifics.)
• EPA Supersites
• Continued support for Data Coordinators and Investigators preparing data for 
archiving

Continued support for EPA Supersites Program
•Led regular conference calls with Project Data Coordinators
•Worked with PIs to adapt DES for single-particle mass spec data

Initiated interactions with Mexico City Metropolitan Area Program

Continued productive interactions with Bill Sukloff, Environment
Canada, MSC



QSSC Plans for 2003-2004
Update NARSTO Program quality management, quality planning, and 
data management plans.

Initiate interactions with new programs.

Continue “Activities” on previous slide.

Future Concerns and Considerations
Level funding while data flow and program interactions increase.

More direct program support and funding?
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QSSC Web Site User Statistics: QSSC Home Page

Period: Apr. 2002 – Feb. 2003
( 11 months )

Unique Visitors: ~ 7,767

Total Visits: ~ 12,000

Visits / Month: ~ 1,000  (420 previous)

Domains Represented:
• .edu, .gov, .org  (.us) 15 %
• .com, .net 33 %
• unidentified 30 %
• identified 22 %

other than .us http://cdiac.ornl.gov/programs/NARSTO/

[ Europe 10 %, Canada 3 %, Pacific Rim 4 %, South Pacific 2 %, 
Mexico and South America 1 % ]



QSSC Web Site NARSTO/EPA Supersites Data &
User Statistics: Metadata Reporting Guidance Page

Period: Apr. 2002 – Feb. 2003
( 11 months )

Unique Visitors: ~ 450

Total Visits: ~ 715

Visits / Month: ~  65

(60 previous)

Unique visitor = host = an IP address

A visit is defined as a series of 
consecutive views of a web site by the 
same visitor.  

All visits by a visitor  in a 1 hour 
period are counted as 1 visit.

http://cdiac.ornl.gov/programs/NARSTO/epasupersites.htm



QSSC Web Site Data Exchange Standard Template
User Statistics:

Period: Apr. 2002 – Feb. 2003
( 11 months )

Unique Visitors: ~ 365

Total Visits: ~ 742

Visits / Month: ~  65 

( 35 previous )
*DATA EXCHANGE STANDARD VERSION NARSTO 2002/05/28 (2.301)
*COMMENT Detailed instructions on how  to f ill in this template are provided at:
*COMMENT http://cdiac.ornl.gov/programs/NARSTO/narsto.html
*QUALITY CONTROL LEVEL
*DATE THIS FILE GENERATED/ARCHIVE VERSION NUMB 2003/03/24 1
*ORGANIZATION ACRONYM
*ORGANIZATION NAME
*STUDY OR NETWORK ACRONYM
*STUDY OR NETWORK NAME
*FILE CONTENTS DESCRIPTION--SHORT/LONG
*PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR NAME--LAST/FIRST
*PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR AFFILIATION
*CO-INVESTIGATOR NAME--LAST/FIRST
*CO-INVESTIGATOR AFFILIATION
*COUNTRY CODE
*STATE OR PROVINCE CODE  
*SAMPLING INTERVAL AS REPORTED IN MAIN TABLE 
*SAMPLING FREQUENCY OF DATA IN MAIN TABLE
*PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR CONTACT INFORMATION
*DATA USAGE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
*NAME AND AFFILIATION OF PERSON WHO GENERATED THIS FILE
*DATE OF LAST MODIFICATION TO DATA IN MAIN TABLE
*FILE CHANGE HISTORY--VERSION NUMBER/DESCRIPTION
*NAME AND VERSION OF SOFTWARE USED TO CREATE THIS FILE
*STANDARD CHARACTERS !#$%&'()*,-+=[]|./0123456789:;<>?@ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ\^_`abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvw xyz{}~
*COMPANION FILE NAME/FORMAT AND VERSION

*TABLE NAME NARSTO standard f lags
*TABLE FOCUS Metadata
*TABLE COLUMN NAME Flag: NARSTO Description
*TABLE COLUMN UNITS None None

A 2-letter country code as defined 
in the ISO3166 standard, followed 
by the country name in brackets.
This is a mandatory key phrase.
e.g.,
CA (Canada)
AU (Australia)
Use the drop-down list to enter 
the code.

The sampling frequency of the 
data in the main data table in this 
file. It may help to think of this as 
the pattern of reporting of data.  
Select from the drop-down list.

The value of this key phrase will be 
the same as that for the 
*SAMPLING INTERVAL AS 
REPORTED IN MAIN TABLE unless 
there are gaps between samples.
This is a mandatory key phrase.



QSSC FTP Site
User Statistics:

Period: Apr. 2002 – Feb. 2003
( 11 months )

Unique Users: ~ 142

Total Data Files: ~ 3,100

Projects:

EPA Supersites—
Atlanta 150

Houston 225

Los Angeles 135

SOS Nashville 1995 1,300

Nashville 1999 950

DES Metadata Tables 300

Data Files Downloaded

Largest Users:  
•University of Alabama Huntsville 
•Vanderbilt University
•Georgia Tech
•Clarkson University (EPA Supersites RDB)
•Langley DAAC / Permanent Data Archive



NARSTO Data Usage and Acknowledgement Policy
Purpose:
The NARSTO data usage policy encourages open data sharing, cooperation, and 

synergism. The policy is implemented to ensure that potential data users have ready 
access to data in a timely manner; intellectual property rights are respected; and co-
authorship, acknowledgement, or credit is given to data originators, principal 
investigators (PIs), funding agencies, and data archive centers.

Timeliness:
Projects and data generators should make their quality assured data available to the 

NARSTO archive and to the public within one year after data collection / generation 
unless an alternative schedule is specified in approved project plans.

Cooperation:
We recommend informing PIs and data originators that you are using their data.
• Offer participation as co-authors of publications
• Data files and data set documentation should contain contact information

No exclusive rights to data archived at the NARSTO Permanent Data Archive.



NARSTO Data Usage and Acknowledgement Policy, cont.

Acknowledgement and Data Citation:
When publishing, acknowledge NARSTO and supporting/funding 
organizations.

- Include NARSTO as a keyword to facilitate subsequent searches of bibliographic 
databases.
- Include a bibliographic citation for data obtained from the NARSTO Permanent Data 
Archive, as indicated in data set documentation 
- Include the following acknowledgement: These data were obtained from the NARSTO data 
archive maintained at the NASA Langley Research Center Atmospheric Sciences Data Center.

We recommend sending courtesy copies of publications to the NARSTO 
QSSC, the NASA Langley Research Center Atmospheric Sciences Data 
Center, PIs, data originators, and funding organizations.
May 28, 2002














